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1. A data processing apparatus having connection 
means for being connected to a pluralitv^Cf image output 
apparatuses , comprising : 

obtain means for obtaining/cin output form of an 

image ; 

selection means for selecting an image output 
apparatus, which can perform output operation in the 
output form obtained Toy said obtain means, from the 
plurality of image oj/tput apparatuses connected by said 
connection means; ycind 

job assigning means for assigning an image output 
job to th^^image output apparatus selected by said 
:tion means. 





2 . The data processing 

wherein said selection me 
apparatus based on a con 



ording to claim 1, 
cts an image output 

output j ob in 



addition to the out 
means . 



form obtained by said obtain 



3. The data processing apparatus accorjiifig to claim 1, 
wherein said selection means selectman image output 
apparatus based on the content^6f the image output job 
and a state of the imaae^6utput job assigned to each of 
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the image output apparatuses, in addition 
form obtained by said obtain means „ 



le output 



4. The data processing ^atpparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said selection/means comprises confirm means for 
confirming function/of each of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses connected by said connection means, 
and selects a^f image output apparatus having function to 
perform oj*6put operation in the output form obtained by 
said jabtain means 

5. The data processing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said confirm means confirms fene function of each 
of the plurality of image output apparatuses by 
referring to a memory storing, in advance, data 
indicative of the function o& each of the plurality of 
image output apparatuses Connected by said connection 
means 



6. The data processing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said confirm means confirms the function of each 
of the plurali/ty of image output apparatuses by 
communicating with each of the plurality of image output 
apparatuses connected by said connection means . 



7. The data processing apparatus according to claim 1, 




p 
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wherein in a case where the obtained output form 
designates to select an image output: apparatus which 
completes execution of the im^£ output job in a short 
time period, said select><5n means selects an image 
output apparatus whjj^5h can perform output operation in 
the designated ptftput form, based on the state of the 
image output Aote assigned to each of the image output 
apparatuses/ and the content of the image output job. 




8 . The data processing ^^paratjas^acfcording to claim lT 
further comprising displtay'means for displaying a 
message regarding^an execut^i<5n state of the image output 
job assigpjacTto each of the plurality of image output 

"apparatuses connected by said connection means. 

9. The data processing apparatus according tp^'claim 1, 
wherein in a case where the obtained outpu£/f orm 
designates to select an image output apparatus capable 
of color image output, said selectipfi means confirms the 
function of each of the plurality^ of image output 
apparatuses connected by said ^connection means and 
selects an image output apparatus which can perform 
output operation in the designated output form. 



25 10. The data processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein in a cas^ where the obtained output form 
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designates to select a printer capable of bott/-sides 
printing, said selection means confirms the function of 
each of the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected by said connection means and selects a printer 
serving as an image output apparatus which can perform 
printing in the designated output form. 



11. The data processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein in a case where a ^ize of an output image is 

10 designated by the output form, said selection means 

confirms the functions of each of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses/connected by said connection means 
and selects an image output apparatus which can perform 
output operation in the designated output form. 

15 

12. The >data processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein jfn a case where there are plural image output 
apparatuses which can perform output operation in the 
output/ form obtained by said obtain means, said 

20 selection means selects one of the plural image output 
apparatuses based on priorities set in advance. 

13. The data processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein in a case where there are plural image output 

25 apparatuses which can perform output operation in the 
output form obtained by said obtain means, said 
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selection means allows an operator po select one of the 
plural image output apparatuses . 

14. The data processing^/icipparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein in a case whepe the output form obtained by said 
obtain means induces plural output forms, said 
selection means selects an image output apparatus which 
can perform output operation in all the output forms. 
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15 . An image output system comprising the data 
processing apparatus disclosed in claim 1 and a 
plurality of image output apparatuses connected to the 
data processing apparatus by said connection means. 



15 16. A data processing method for execut>Hg an image 
output job by selecting one of a plj^ality of image 
output apparatuses, comprising >£he steps of: 
obtaining an output fiefrm of an image; 
selecting an image/output apparatus, which can 
20 perform output operation in the output form obtained in 
said obtaining step; from the plurality of selectable 
image output apparatuses; and 

assicrad^ng the image output job to the image output 
apparatus selected in said selecting step. 



wherein in said selecting step,^afi image output 
apparatus is selected^ base^on a content of the image 
output job in additio^^/_th^<Jutput form obtained in 
said obtaining 



18. The data processing method according to ciarfirfl6, 
wherein in said selecting step, an image orftput 
apparatus is selected based on the corftent of the image 
output job and a state of the ima^e output job assigned 

10 to each of the image output apparatuses, in addition to 
the output form obtained irar said obtaining step. 

19. The data processing method according to claim 16, 
wherein said selecting step comprises a step of 

15 confirming function of each of the plurality of 

selectable image output apparatuses, and an image output 
apparatus having function to perform output operation in 
the output: form obtained in said obtaining step is 
selected. 
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20. The data processing metho^ciccording to claim 19, 
wherein in said confirming s^ep, the function of each of 
the plurality of image otitput apparatuses is confirmed 
by referring to a mepfbry storing, in advance, data 
indicative of the^ function of each of the selectable 
image outpyjfer^apparatuses . 
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21. The data processing mettjefa according to claim 19, 
wherein in said conf irmina^tep, the function of each of 
the plurality of imag^Cxitput apparatuses is confirmed 
by communicating with each of the selectable image 
output app^^tuses 



22. The data processing method according tx^elaxm 16, 
wherein in a case where the obtained otf£put form 
designates to select an image oj>£put apparatus which 
completes execution of the >image output job in a short 
time period, in said selecting step, an image output 
apparatus which can >perf orm output operation in the 
designated output^ form is selected based on the state of 
the image output job assigned to each of the image 
output apparatuses and the content of the image output 
job. jf 



23. The data processing method according to claim 16, 
further comprising a step of displa^ng a message 
regarding an execution state of/the image output job 
assigned to each of the sel^table image output 
apparatuses . 



24. The data processing methodx^according to claim 16, 
wherein in a case where the^dbtained output form 



designates to select an image output apparatus c^Jable 
of color image output, in said selecting st@^, the 
function of each of the selectable imager output 
apparatuses is confirmed, and an imatfe output apparatus 
which can perform output operat^em in the designated 
output form is selected. 

25. The data processing method according to claim 16 , 
wherein in a case where the obtained output form 
designates to seleat a printer capable of both-sides 
printing, in said/ selecting step, the function of each 
of the selectable image output apparatuses is confirmed 
and a printer /serving as an image output apparatus which 
can perform printing in the designated output form is 
selected. 
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The data processing method according to claim 16, 



wherein in 
designated 
the functi 
apparatus e 
which can 



a case where a size of an output image is 



by the output form, in said selecting step, 
on of each of the selectable image output 
s is confirmed and an image output apparatus 
perform output operation in the designated 



output forn is selected. 



5 27. The Bata processing method according to claim 16, 
wherein in a case where there are plural image output 
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apparatuses which can perform output opera tion^irff the 
output form obtained in said obtaining stepf, one of the 
plural image output apparatuses is selected in said 
selecting step based on priorities ^det in advance. 
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28. The data processing mepnod according to claim 16, 
wherein in a case where th^re are plural image output 
apparatuses which can perform output operation in the 
output form obtained iri said obtaining step, one of the 
plural image output apparatuses is selected in said 
selecting step bas^u on an instruction inputted by an 
operator . 



29. The data processing method according to claim 16, 
15 wherein in a catse where the output form obtained in said 
obtaining sten includes plural output forms, an image 
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output appara 



all the output forms is selected in said selecting step. 
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A data 



.us which can perform output operation in 



processing apparatus having connection 
means for being connected to a plurality of image output 
apparatuses , comprising : 

obtain means for obtaining an output- form of an 
image ; and 

selection means for selecting an image output 
apparatus / which can perform output operation in the 
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output form obtained by said obtain means, from^wie 
plurality of image output apparatuses conne^€ed by said 
connection means. 
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31. A data processing method for executing an image 
output job by selecting one of/a plurality of image 
output apparatuses, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining an output /form of an image; and 
selecting an image/output apparatus, which can 
perform output operation in the output form obtained in 
said obtaining step, from the plurality of selectable 
image output apparatuses . 



32 . A memory medifum storing program codes for 
controlling a data/ processing apparatus which includes 
connection means fpr being connected to a plurality of 
image output apparatuses, for causing the data 
processing apparat.us to operate as an apparatus 



comprising : 

obtain mean 

image ; 

selection 



3 for obtaining an output form of an 



eans for selecting an image output 
apparatus , which/ can perform output operation in the 
output form obtained by said obtain means, from the 
plurality of image output apparatuses connected by said 
connection nfeans; and 
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job assigning means for assigning an image output 
job to the image output apparatus selected /by said 
selection means . 

33. A program for controlling a datar processing 
apparatus having connection means for being connected to 
a plurality of image output apparatuses, for causing the 
data processing apparatus to operate as an apparatus 
comprising: 

obtain means for obtaining an output form of an 

image ; 

selection mean/ for selecting an image output 
apparatus, which cafa perform output operation in the 
output form obtained by said obtain means, from the 
plurality of ijrfage output apparatuses connected by said 
connection nutans; and 

job assigning means for assigning an image output 
job to tl^4 image output apparatus selected by said 
selectioh means 



34. A memory medium storing program codes for 
controlling a data processing apparatus which includes 
connection means for being connected to a plurality of 
imaga output apparatuses, for causing the data 
processing apparatus to operate as an. apparatus 
comprising : 
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obtain means for obtaining an output form of an 
image ; and / 

selection means for selecting an im&ge output 
apparatus, which can perform output ope/ation in the 
output form obtained by said obtain nfeans, from the 
plurality of image output apparatuses connected by said 
connection means. 
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35. A program for controlling a data processing 
apparatus having connection means for being connected to 
a plurality of image/output apparatuses, for causing the 
data processing apparatus to operate as an apparatus 
comprising : 

obtain ifieans for obtaining an output form of an 
image ; and 

selection means for selecting an image output 
apparatus, which can perform output operation in the 
output/ form obtained by said obtain means , from the 
plurality of image output apparatuses connected by said 
connection means. 
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